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The ASEAN Business and Investment Summit (ABIS) is the region's premier annual forum that brings
together Presidents, Prime Ministers, CEOs, entrepreneurs, and thought leaders from across ASEAN
and its Dialogue Partners. Held in conjunction with the ASEAN Summit, the event provides a high-
level platform for the business community to hear directly from government leaders and private
sector decision-makers on the key issues shaping ASEAN's economic and strategic outlook.

The 2025 Summit, hosted by the ASEAN Business Advisory Council of Malaysia, comes at a time when
the region faces growing complexity-economic fragmentation, climate volatility, digital disruption,
and widening inequality. These challenges demand not only national resilience but also regional
coherence. The theme for this year, 'Unifying Markets for Shared Prosperity', reflects ASEAN's urgent
need to accelerate economic integration and strengthen its position as a resilient, fast-growing, and
forward-looking economic bloc.

This year's programme supports ASEAN BAC's 2025 priorities, focusing on deeper regional integration
through initiatives such as the ASEAN Business Entity, enhanced intra-ASEAN capital flows, and the
facilitation of cross-border movement of people and goods. The Summit will explore how ASEAN can
strengthen business-to-business collaboration, promote a more cohesive ASEAN identity, and embed
greater inclusion through support for MSMEs, equal opportunity, and workforce development. It will
also address regulatory challenges and initiate a regional conversation on collaborating to fully
leverage Al for ASEAN.

We look forward to welcoming The Honourable Dato' Seri Anwar bin Ibrahim, Prime Minister of
Malaysia and Chair of ASEAN 2025 to deliver the Opening Keynote Address. As in previous ASEAN
Business and Investment Summits, we also look forward to welcoming invited Presidents and Prime
Ministers of ASEAN Member States and Partners.

Over 1,500 delegates from around the region and beyond are expected to take part. For information on
how to participate, please visit: https://abis.aseanbac.com.my. 
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09:00 - 09:40

Welcome Remarks by
Tan Sri Nazir Razak,
Chairman, ASEAN Business Advisory Council 2025

Welcome Ceremony

09:40 - 10:40

Panel Discussion 1 "Strengthening ASEAN Centrality in a Time of Geo-economic Fragmentation"

A new world order is emerging and ASEAN must navigate carefully to reinforce ASEAN
centrality and take advantage of strategic opportunities that will arise. At the same time,
ASEAN must withstand internal divisive pressures and continuously demonstrate relevance
for its people.

Session Chair: 
Professor Ngaire Woods, Founding Dean, Blavatnik School of Government and Professor of
Global Economic Governance, Oxford University

Panel of discussants:
The Hon Liew Chin Tong, Deputy Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry, Malaysia  
Ren Hongbin, Chairman, China Council for the Promotion of International Trade
Gita Wirjawan, Founding Partner & Alternate Chairman, Ikhlas Capital and former
Minister of Trade of Indonesia
Amb Jon M. Huntsman Jr., Vice Chairman and President, Strategic Growth, Mastercard

Panel Discussion 1 on Geo-Economics

07:30 - 09:00 Registration and Networking

PG 2

Presentation on the Enhanced ASEAN Trade In Goods Agreement

Presentation by H.E. Satvinder Singh, Deputy Secretary-General for ASEAN Economic
Community

10:40 - 10:50

Prayer & Anthems

Idea Capsule 1

"ASEAN: A view from Myanmar"
by Thura Ko Ko, Managing Director, YGA Capital

10:50 - 11:00

Idea Capsule 1

Panel Discussion 2 on ASEAN Financial Markets11:00 - 12:00

Panel Discussion 2 "Deepening Regional Banking and Capital Markets for ASEAN's Future Growth"

ASEAN’s financial markets must evolve to support rising capital needs in infrastructure,
digitalisation, and the green transition. Unlocking cross-border investments will depend on
policy harmonisation, financial innovation, and stronger private sector participation to
deepen markets and reduce investor risk.

What reforms are needed to strengthen regional banking and capital markets, improve
liquidity, and reduce investor risk? How can greater regulatory alignment and innovation
drive cross-border financial connectivity and sustainable growth?
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Networking Lunch12:50 - 14:20                    

Idea Capsule 214:20 - 14:30

Idea Capsule 2 "ASEAN Needs to Mean More for Its People"
by Tan Sri Tony Fernandes, CEO, Capital A Berhad

Presentation on the ASEAN Investment Report 2025

Presentation by 
H.E. Danielle Heinecke, Australian High Commissioner to Malaysia
Richard Bolwijn, Head of Investment Research, United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development 

14:30 - 14:40

Session Chair: 
Novan Amirudin, Group Chief Executive Officer, CIMB Group Holdings Berhad

Panel of discussants:
Cezar P. Consing, President and CEO, Ayala Corporation
Arak Sutivong, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial Officer, SCB X Public
Company
Dato' Mohammad Faiz Azmi, Executive Chairman, Securities Commission Malaysia
Dato’ Omar Siddiq, CEO, HSBC Malaysia

Leader Fireside Chat 12:00 - 12:30

With H.E. Cyril Ramaphosa, President, Republic of South Africa

In conversation with Mak Joon Nien, CEO and Board Member, Standard Chartered Bank
Malaysia 

Fireside Chat 12:30 - 12:50

The Hon Senator Tengku Datuk Seri Utama Zafrul Aziz, Minister of Investment, Trade and
Industry, Malaysia and Chair of the ASEAN Economic Ministers 2025.

In conversation with Haslinda Amin, Editor-at-Large, Bloomberg Television

Panel Discussion 3 on Investments and Private Markets14:40 - 15:35                    

Panel Discussion 3 “Mobilising Long-Term Investment to Power ASEAN’s Next Growth Frontiers”

ASEAN’s next phase of growth will depend on its ability to finance innovation, scale high-
impact enterprises, and channel capital to opportunity across borders. While banking and
capital markets remain critical, the region’s economic transformation also requires unlocking
capital for private market investments in venture and growth companies.
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How can ASEAN strengthen its investment landscape to support the growth of dynamic
enterprises across the region? What policy and institutional enablers are needed to deepen
participation from sovereign funds, institutions and family offices in ASEAN’s private
markets?

Session Chair: 
Shahril Hamdan, Head of Southeast Asia, Managing Director, Bullhound Capital

Panel of Discussants: 
Noorsurainah Tengah, Senior Executive Manager, Head of Alternative Assets and Head
of Listed Assets, Brunei Investment Agency
Pandu Sjahrir, Chief Investment Officer, Danantara
Ahmad Zulqarnain Onn, CEO, Employees Provident Fund (EPF) Malaysia
Dilhan Pillay, Executive Director and CEO, Temasek Holdings
Ganen Sarvananthan, Managing Partner, Co-Head of Asia and Head of the Middle East,
TPG 

Panel Discussion 4 on Philanthropy15:35 - 16:20

Panel Discussion 4 "Philanthropy for Public Good in ASEAN"

To deliver lasting impact, philanthropic and development capital must move beyond
traditional giving-aligning more closely with national strategies and working in concert with
private finance.

How can philanthropy and development capital be better integrated into ASEAN's national
development agendas? What frameworks are needed to build scalable, blended finance
models that attract co-investment and deliver long-term impact?

Session Chair: 
Shamina Singh, Founder & President, Center for Inclusive Growth, EVP Sustainability at
Mastercard

Panel of discussants
Angeline Chin, Board Member for AVPN
Kithmina Hewage, Senior Advisor, Centre for Asian Philanthropy and Society
M Hari Menon, Director, Gates Foundation
Ilaria Chan, Chairperson, Tech For Good Institute

PG 4

Leader Fireside Chat16:20 - 16:40

H.E. Suphajee Suthumpun, Minister of Commerce of Thailand

In conversation with Khairy Jamaluddin, former Cabinet Minister of Malaysia

16:40 - 17:30 Panel Discussion 5 on Entertainment and the Creative Economy

Panel Discussion 5 “Going Global – Scaling ASEAN’s Entertainment and Creative Industries”

ASEAN’s entertainment and creative sectors are rich in talent and heritage but require
stronger ecosystems, regional collaboration, and IP protection to compete on the global
stage. 

How can ASEAN build a thriving regional platform to support and export its creative
industries? What policies are needed to protect creative rights and ensure creators benefit
from the value they generate?
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CIMB X ABAC Malaysia Networking Reception and Welcome Dinner
at the ASEAN Business and Investment Summit 2025

18:00 - 19:45

Session Chair: 
Freda Liu, Author and Broadcast Journalist 

Panel of discussants
Agnes Rozario, Chief Content Officer, Astro
Santharuban Thurai Sundaram, CEO, Etika Group of Companies 
Nelson Mok, CEO, Mokster Films 
⁠Panupong Tejapaibul, Co-Founder and CEO, Ticketmelon
Angga Dwimas Sasongko, CEO, Visinema Pictures

Day 1 Concludes

ASEAN Business and Investment Summit 2025 Officiation Ceremony 

Welcome Remarks 
Hon Senator Tengku Datuk Seri Utama Zafrul Aziz, Minister of Investment, Trade and
Industry, Malaysia and Chair of the ASEAN Economic Ministers 2025 

Official Opening Keynote Address 
The Honourable Dato' Seri Anwar bin Ibrahim, Prime Minister of Malaysia and Chair of
ASEAN 2025

19:45 - 21:00

21:00
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08:00 - 08:45                 Arrivals and Networking

Welcome Remarks and A Look Ahead for Day 2

Mr. Lim Chern Yuan,
Group CEO, Yinson Holdings Berhad and Council Member,  ASEAN BAC Malaysia

08:45 - 08:50

08:50 - 09:35            Panel Discussion 6 on Sustainability

Panel Discussion 6 “Driving ASEAN’s Transition to a Low-Carbon Economy Amid Diverging Global Climate
Commitments”

Sustainability is an increasingly important pillar of ASEAN's long-term growth and
competitiveness. As global progress on climate goals faces mixed signals, the region must
consider how best to integrate sustainability into economic planning, business operations,
and investment strategies.

What are the implications for ASEAN's resilience and relevance if it falls short of its 2050
climate commitments? How can businesses and governments work together to embed
sustainability into core decision-making and long-term value creation?

Session Chair:
Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad, Former Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability
Minister, Malaysia 

Panel of Discussants:
Francisco Gomes Neto, CEO, Embraer  and Chairman, BRICS Business Council 2025
Marisa Drew, Chief Sustainability Officer, Standard Chartered Bank 
Professor Tan Sri Dr Jemilah Mahmood, Executive Director, Sunway Centre for
Planetary Health
Hon Stephen Dawson MLC, Minister for Regional Development, Ports, Science and
Innovation, Medical Research, Kimberley, Western Australia

PG 6

09:55 - 10:45                Panel Discussion 7 on Energy Transition

“Energy Transition and the ASEAN Power Grid – Connecting Markets, Securing Futures”

The ASEAN Power Grid is central to the region’s growth, energy security and net-zero
ambitions. 

How can ASEAN advance the development of robust investment frameworks, regulatory
harmonisation, and grow green financing to enable cross-border power sharing and a
resilient, low-carbon energy system? What policy and financial tools are needed to unlock
investment in regional energy infrastructure and fast-track grid integration?

Session Chair: 
Dato Ir. Ts. Abdul Razib Dawood, Executive Director, ASEAN Centre for Energy

Panel Discussion 7

Leader Fireside Chat

H.E. Phạm Minh Chính,
Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

In conversation with Rachel Eng, Managing Director, Eng and Co. LLC and ASEAN BAC
Member for Singapore 

09:35 - 09:55
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PG 7

Panel Discussion 8 on the Business of Education

“Educating ASEAN: Aligning Policy, Talent, and Innovation with Regional Growth”

As artificial intelligence and disruptive technologies reshape industries, ASEAN’s education
systems must adapt more swiftly to deliver future-ready talent. Private education providers
are increasingly complementing public institutions, but persistent regulatory barriers and
skill mismatches continue to limit impact. To sustain regional competitiveness, ASEAN
must modernise how it develops, certifies, and connects talent to opportunity.

How can ASEAN’s public and private education sectors equip talent for an AI-driven,
digital, and green economy? What policy shifts are needed to unlock innovation,
streamline regulation, and align education with the region’s economic priorities?

Session Chair: 
Professor Allie Clemans, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education) and Senior Vice-President,
Monash University

Panel of Discussants: 
The Hon Senator Dato' Seri Diraja Dr. Zambry bin Abdul Kadir, Minister of Higher
Education Malaysia
Dr Eng Netra, Executive Director, Cambodia Development Research Institute
Dr Le Mai Lan, President of the University Council, VinUniversity and Vice Chairwoman
Vingroup JSC
Jaspal Sidhu, Founder and Chairman, SIS and Inspirasi Group of Schools 

11:05 - 11:50

Panel Discussion 8

Idea Capsule 310:45 - 10:55               

“ASEAN Can Produce World Champions”
by Datuk Nicol David, Co-Founder, Nicol David Organisation and former World No.1 Squash
Player

Idea Capsule 3

Panel of Discussants:
The Rt Hon Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari bin Tun
Datuk Abang Haji Openg, Premier of Sarawak 
Winfried Wicklein, Director General, Southeast Asia Department, Asian Development
Bank 
Datuk Ir. Megat Jalaluddin bin Megat Hassan, President and Chief Executive Officer,
Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB) 
Le Manh Cuong, Vice President of Vietnam National Industry - Energy Group
(PetroVietnam)

Idea Capsule 410:55 - 11:05               

Book Synopsis: “What It Takes – From Periphery to Core Global Conscious”

By Gita Wirjawan, Author

Gita Wirjawan, former Minister of Trade of Indonesia, presents insights from his latest book
which draws from years of dialogue with global thinkers and his experience at Stanford
University. The book explores how Southeast Asia can help shape global consciousness by
focusing on what truly matters — from education and leadership to the energy transition and
social equality — and by inspiring a new generation of storytellers to define the region’s role in
the world.

Idea Capsule 4
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Panel of discussants
H.E. Dr Chea Serey, Governor of the National Bank of Cambodia
Sapna Chadha, VP of Southeast Asia and South Asia Frontier, Google 
Aditta Kittikhoun, Senior Partner, RDK Group
Chanida Klyphun, Director of Public Policy for Southeast Asia, TikTok
Alan Ni, CEO, TNG Digital

PG 8

Panel Discussion 9 on the Digital Economy, MSMEs and E-Commerce

"Empowering ASEAN's MSMEs to Thrive in the Digital Economy"

Micro, small, and medium enterprises form the backbone of ASEAN’s economy, yet many
remain excluded from the benefits of digital trade. 

How can ASEAN improve access to digital tools, marketplaces, and logistics for MSMEs
across member states? What policy and platform innovations are needed to level the
playing field for smaller businesses in the digital economy?

Presentation by Sapna Chadha, VP of Southeast Asia and South Asia Frontier, Google

14:40 - 15:30                

Panel Discussion 9

Fireside Chat

H.E. Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director, International Monetary Fund 

In conversation with Cesar Purisima, Co-Founder Ikhlas Capital and Former Secretary of
Finance of the Philippines

Session Chair: 
The Rt Hon the Lord Vaizey of Didcot, Chairman, UK-ASEAN Business Council  

14:20 - 14:40                

12:20 - 13:50 Networking Lunch

Professor Jeffrey Sachs, University Professor and Director of the Center for Sustainable
Development at Columbia University,

In conversation with Dato Sri’ Idris Jala, Chairman, PEMANDU Associates

Fireside Chat14:00 - 14:20

12:00 - 12:30 Leader Fireside Chat 

H.E. Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, President of the Federative Republic of Brazil

In conversation with Anindya Novyan Bakrie, Chairman, KADIN Indonesia, Chairman ASEAN
BAC Indonesia and President Director & CEO, Bakrie & Brothers

Idea Capsule 5

“ASEAN Must Inspire the Next Gen”

11:50 - 12:00

by Maudy Ayunda, Artist, Youth Advocate and Entrepreneur

Idea Capsule 5

13:50 - 14:00

The Rt Hon Sir Keir Starmer, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

Introduced by H.E. Helen Fazey, UK Ambassador to ASEAN

Leader Video Message
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PG 9

HANDOVER CEREMONY

Closing Remarks by Tan Sri Nazir Razak, Chairman, ASEAN BAC 2025

Handover of ASEAN Business Advisory Council Chair to the Philippines witnessed by 
The Hon Liew Chin Tong, Deputy Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry, Malaysia 
The Hon Dr Ceferino S. Rodolfo, Undersecretary for the Industry Development and
Investment Promotions Group, Department of Trade and Industry, Philippines

Introduction of the ASEAN Business and Investment Summit 2026 by Jose Ma. A.
Concepcion III, Chairman, ASEAN BAC 2026

16:40 - 17:00            

ASEAN BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2025 CONCLUDES 17:00          

*Invited

Panel of discussants
The Hon Gobind Singh Deo, Minister of Digital, Malaysia
Wilson L. White, Vice President, Government Affairs & Public Policy, Google    
Dr Yutaka Matsuo, Professor, University of Tokyo and Chairman of the Japan Deep
Learning Association
Dr Brian Gu, Vice Chairman and President, XPeng

ASEAN Business Awards 2025 & Concert 19:00 - 22:30

Panel Discussion 10 on Artificial Intelligence

"Al in Action: Driving Business Impact Across ASEAN"

Artificial Intelligence is no longer just a frontier technology-it is a practical tool for
businesses across ASEAN to enhance productivity, personalise services, optimise
operations, and accelerate growth. The next challenge is to turn potential into
performance by enabling adoption across sectors and enterprise sizes.

How can businesses in ASEAN use Al to improve efficiency, competitiveness, and
customer experience? What ecosystems, skills, and partnerships are needed to scale Al
adoption across industries and markets?

Session Chair: 
Hann Yeoh, Executive Director, YTL Power International Berhad

15:50 - 16:40                

Panel Discussion 10

Featuring Special Performances by Grammy Award Winner All-4-One, along with ASEAN
artistes Lydia Sarunrat Deane, Raisa and Mimi Fly

Leader Fireside Chat15:30 - 15:50                

The Rt Hon Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada 

In conversation with Professor Ngaire Woods, Founding Dean, Blavatnik School of
Government and Professor of Global Economic Governance, Oxford University
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